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Renewing the secondary industry 

sectors 

The renewing of secondary industry sector as a driver for physical economic development is part 

of an overall strategy to obtain Australian economic recovery in the immediate future and 

provide a suitable base for future sustained development.  

What is the role of secondary industry within the Australian economy? Australia’s secondary 

industry, manufacturing, has been decidedly weakened by the actions of preceding Australian 

governments to the point of almost non-existence.  However it is secondary industry that allows 

a nation to exploit the advantages of its primary industries. An effective secondary industry 

sector would allow our physical economy to: 

• Ensure skilled sets of tooling and production to exist within the physical economy. Thus 

to provide for the Australian people now and into the future. 

• Develop a decentralised character to our nation that allows for the best use of resources 

and support of local communities. 

•  To assist in the provision of materials for our massive infrastructure projects.  

 Without secondary industry, our nation’s ability to contribute to its own physical economy is 

retarded per capita and per square kilometre. Yet, our whole strategy (or de-facto strategy for 

want of creating one) has been importing from a globalised world trade system to supply the 

bulk of finished product. For Australia to wake up to its role in the 21
st

 Century it must develop a 

modern, progressive secondary industry sector.  

Regionalisation of secondary industry sectors – Our Federal Government must use incentive 

systems to ensure that secondary manufacturing occurs in diverse regional centres. This is 

essential for decentralisation of our industry which will assist in developing a homogenously 

healthy physical economy.  Regionalisation would also assist in the rapid development of 

specific infrastructure such as telecommunications and power grids that the decentralised 

industrial hub would shear with adjacent rural areas.  

The myth of the benefit of globalisation as a benefit to sovereign physical economies - 

Australia’s habit of wanting to follow the tune set by administrations in the United States or 

previously those in Great Britain has prevented us from capitalising on our own strengths. This is 

of course understandable considering the nature of our history and development. However, at 
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times we have refused following polices set by our dominant partners, when our national 

sovereignty has been at stake (particularly in times of war). In those times we took bold decisive 

action. So, Australia can demonstrate a precedent of working for its strategic advantage when 

collectively our government realises the seriousness of the situation.  

Unfortunately sometimes situations that are to become serious strategic issues don’t become 

apparent until disaster is at the door.  Globalisation and the free trade system must be included 

in this.  Such a model essentially establishes one national economy reliant upon another for its 

raw materials, finished products or both. The flaw of this system is that when problems develop 

in one economy they reflect immediately on another.  One only has to look at the current world 

financial collapse and its potential effect destroying international trade; leaving countries that 

rely on globalisation and the free trade in an extremely vulnerable situation to say the least.  

Australia (as well as other nations) needs to focus on developing their own capacity to produce 

both raw material and finished products; otherwise their physical economy is not shielded from 

international financial and economic perturbations.  In such a manner we can avoid the strategic 

danger of sole importation of finished products in preference to a healthy ratio of imports to our 

own domestically produced products. 

How to support world trade and allow the development of a national characteristic of a 

powerful secondary industry sector – many politicians have posited the view that globalisation 

and free world trade was a strategy for preventing national rivalry and tension which could 

result in war. However, the truth of the matter was that wars were being continuously waged 

since the end of the 1939-45 until today. The causes and in whose interest these wars have been 

waged is another matter, suffice to say, globalisation and free world trade has not prevented 

war, nor has it resulted in sufficiently healthy physical economies throughout the world. 

However it has benefited the few multinational organisations that hold immense wealth and 

resources. These global organisations have had enormous influence on the creation of 

legislation over sovereign nations within their spheres of influence to the detriment of the local 

communities.  However, for the physical economies of the world to survive intact global 

organisations will need to relinquish their modus operandi.  

There is an obligation: moral, ethical and political that all nations require for a relationship of co-

prosperity and peace. This requires a different paradigm from the exploitative approach of the 

18
th

, 19th
  

 and 20th centuries. We cannot go backward to where industrialised nations (or 

corporations based in those nations) used manipulative and immoral methods to achieve their 

own ends.   
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A new model dictates that the governments of stable physical economies, within their regional 

sphere of influence, support the development of other economies to become stable physical 

economies in their own right. This means the development of:- 

 

• Reciprocal training on infrastructure programs to enable developing nation’s fast track 

to infrastructure that supports a healthy physical economy. For example Australia could 

have this relationship with Indonesia or other nations within the pacific rim- Each nation 

would cooperate on the development and construction of a Maglev rail link through the 

Indonesian archipelago and concurrently a Trans-Australian northern Maglev rail link 

(both could support the development of regional decentralised industrial areas along 

the Maglev link) 

• Opening up markets to foreign products and exporting to foreign markets in tandem 

with reciprocal infrastructure development programs and secondary or primary industry 

programs. To ensure that both trading partners have the advantage of market access 

but offset the strategic danger of reliance on those markets. For example Australia 

importing vehicles from Japan and Japan providing technical assistance in the setting up 

of vehicle manufacturing industries in Australia, conversely Australia provides beef sales 

to Japan at the same time Australia is engaged in assisting the development of the 

Japanese beef industry.  This type of arrangement would ensure that Australia (and the 

reciprocal partner) developed higher cultural integration with their partner. Such a 

development has intrinsic value in various cultural areas allowing better understanding 

and free communication between partners. 

• Foreign ownership arrangements which dictate the ownership capacity of foreign capital 

– which would ensure advantages but manage strategic issues. Particularly in our 

primary industry (including our minerals, coal, gas and agriculture industries).   

 

The author: Mark Greville 

I have developed the above outline for Assisting Sustained Economic Development from a risk 

management perspective and have relied heavily on the concept of physical economy as opposed to the 

failed Keynesian model. This document can be viewed as a starting point for moving forward.  

My back ground is multi-disciplinary; I operate a consultancy and manpower company as well as an RTO 

(Registered Training Organisation) providing training and assessment.  My profession is in risk 

management, investigations and security. For the last 38 years I have had strong involvement in oriental 
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cultural arts and the sciences. In this respect I have spent much time in Japan and other Asian regions 

including China, Taiwan, Singapore, India and others gaining a great insight into their economies, their 

strengths and weaknesses. I have a sound view of Australia’s position in respect to the strategic pressures 

that are placed upon it. I was a member of the Inaugural Defence Industries Study Course in 1993 where I 

gained a further appreciation of Australia’s strategic needs, its capabilities and the relationship of industry 

to support our military or other government contingencies. 

I have had dealings with state public service organisations, particularly in regard to vocational education 

and training, the NSW Police service, NSW Health Department, NSW Work Cover etc either on a day to 

day process of meeting compliance obligation or undertaking investigations/consultancy on their behalf. 

Thus I appreciate bureaucratic process that can be involved in administrative, judicial and executive 

functions of government 

 

This is an interim document for dissemination and comment – with your support I hope to 

develop policy documents that will assist Government and Policy makers to arrive at the best 

decisions for Australia generally...We all have a stake in this and the stakes are higher than you 

think. 

 

If you want to add your support and develop our non-partisan movement 

send your email to info@amsd.com.au 

 


